* 857 Worthington Ridge 
1789 


Blakeslee Barnes (1822-1867), a tinsmith and 
successful businessman & Margaretta Peck (1829- 
1904) 

Federal/Greek revivial 


Worthington Historic District 


Berlin Historical Society: Walking Tour of Berlin’s Historic District 


Blakeslee Barnes House, 857 Worthington Ridge, c.1823. This is an early 19" 
century house with extensive Greek revival and Colonial revival additions and 
alternations. Note the 2-story porte-cochere on large Tuscan columns with 2 
floor balcony. Blakeslee Barns was a tinsmith and operated a shop on the 


premises. 


Historic Buildings of Connecticut 


Blakeslee Barns was a tinsmith. | don’t know if he is the 
same as or related to the Blakeslee Barns (also d. 1823) 
of Ph Cat iladelphia who made pewtar plates. As 
related by by harine Melinda North in her History of 
Berlin (1916: Mr. Barnes had unusual natural business 
faculty, and in his occupation as a tinner, conducted, with a number of apprentices, in a shop 
near his home, he was quite prosperous. Denied the advantages of schools in boyhood, he 
studied, after he began business, to make up his lack of book knowledge. [...] After a while Mr. 
Barnes moved up on to the street where he died, August 1, 1823, aged forty-two years. It is 
supposed that he built the house which he occupied, and which was afterward purchased and 
remodeled by Captain Peck, now owned by Daniel Webster. 


[...]Going east from the tannery, on the crest of the hill, at the left hand, stands a factory bearing 
the name of “Justus and William Bulkeley,” who in 1823 started here in the business of making 
tinners’ tools. Horse power was used at first and ten men were employed. The tools were forged 
in this shop, and then were taken to what is known as Risley’s saw mill, to be ground and 
polished. Justus Bulkeley, who lived in the house east of the shop, died in 1844. His brother 
William continued the business and, in 1850, put an engine into the factory. Colonel [William] 
Bulkeley purchased his place in 1823 of Blakeslee Barnes, or of his estate. At that time the shop, 
and the house which is a part of that now occupied by the Rev. E. E. Nourse, stood on the south 
side of the road, between the Bulkeley house and barn, and had been used by Mr. Barnes for the 
manufacture of tinware. Mr. Bulkeley was a genial man, full of fun, and a good neighbor—one of 
the kind who would go out of his way to do a favor. In his day, whenever there was an auction in 
town, Colonel Bulkeley was called upon to conduct the sale. By his ready wit he made much fun 
for the people, as he led up to the final “Going, going, gone.” The Sixth Connecticut Regiment 
was organized in 1739. Mr. Bulkeley was colonel of that regiment, 1834-1836, and thus received 
his title. Colonel Bulkeley died in 1878, aged eighty-one. After some years Captain Norman Peck 
purchased the property. The shop was moved down onto the triangle made by the division of the 


roads on the way to the station from Berlin street, and was called Captain Peck’s farmhouse. 
The Federal-style Barnes House, built sometime before 1823 (perhaps as early as 17897)), 
was later altered in the Greek Revival style and then had Colonial Revival additions, 
including the porte-cochere 


1934 WPA Census of Old Buildings in Connecticut Survey at the Connecticut State Library Digital 
Collection. Slide # 004 
1789 Blakeslee Barnes 
current owner: Pardon C. Rockey 
Worthington Ridge, faces west near New 
Britain Avenue 
Wood building, hip roof, 2 end brick 
chimneys, 1 on south side, teo stories anda 
half, 2 windows each side of front entrance, 
3 across 2 floor front, 6/6 sash, cut stone 
foundation, Greek revival 


Connecticut State Library, State Archives 
WPA Architecture! Survey: wpa_achsurvey betl004 


1935 Susqui-Centennial Celebration of the Town of Berlin — Berlin Old Houses. 


1789  Blackeslee Barnes current owner: Pardon C. Rickey Worthington Ridge 


1985 Townwide Historic and Architectural Survey of Berlin, Connecticut. Survey # 197 
1823 Blakeslee Barnes current owner: Arthur Powers Federal/Greek revivial 


Blakeslee Barnes, the original builder of this house was a tinsmith 

and operated a shop on the premises. In the mid-19th century, it was 
owned by a Captain Peck, who was responsible for the Greek Revival 
alterations. Captain Peck launched a new era in Berlin's cultural 
history by travelling to New York to recruit the town's first Irish 
laborer. 


2018 Town of Berlin GIS Index. 


Sketch 


1789 current owner: Arthur Powers 


Married in the Kensington Congregational Church, he and his wife both 
from Berlin. Lived at 857 Worthington Ridge, Berlin, Conn. in house built 
before 1823, with his tin shop on the premises, twelth building from the 
northend of Worthington Ridge (cataloger's note--this may have been 
accurate at the time the catalog card was prepared, but probably not at present time due to 
construction, etc.) He may have also lived at 243 Alling St. and 145 Seymour Rd. Master tinsmith and 
japanning, who at one time employed six apprentices and bought tinplate from Elisha Peck. Made 
knitting needle cases. Died at age 45. References: Tinsmiths of Conn. North. History of Berlin. p. 76, 111, 
184. Berlin records. Blakeslee Barnes (1922-1867) son of Samuel Blakeslee & Almira Porter. He was 
a tinsmith and successful. In 1854 he married Margaretta Peck (1829-1904) daughter of Norman Peck & 
Mary Hibbert. They had children: Norman, Dickie. They are buried in Bridge Cemetery. 
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STATE OF CONNECTICUT 
CONNECTICUT HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
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( (203) 566-3005 
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UBSEQUENT FIELO EVALUATIONS 


The Blakeslee Barnes House has a symmetrical facade with a central entry 
The first floor is divided into five bays, the second into three. The 
entry detailing (probably c.1900 Colonial Revival) includes sidelights 
over panels and a semi-elliptical fanlight with radial glazing and 

a molded keyblock surround. The recessed entry is protected by a 
slightly projecting open-pediment hood with plain pilasters and a 
plain frieze with dentils. Windows are fitted with old 6-over-6 sash 
and have very wide plain-board lintels. The house has wide flush- 
boarded corner pilasters with molded capitals. * Main roof cornice 
detailing includes a plain architrave and frieze separated by a central 


molding. Frieze windows are fitted with decorative grates with floral 


(continued) 
BUILDER 


HISTORICAL OR RCHI CTURAL IMPOR NCE 


Architecturally, the Blakeslee Barnes House is significant as an early 
19th-century house with extensive Greek Revival and Colonial Revival 


“additions and alterations. Much of the fabric may well pre-date 


Barnes' death in 1823, but most of the decorative details are mid- 
century Greek Revival additions. Prominent Greek Revival features 
include the corner pilasters, the wide plain-board window lintels, and 
the plain frieze with decorative frieze-band windows, all intended to 
suggest the masonry construction and classical orders of the Greek 
temple. Around 1900, the house underwent extensive Colonial Revival 
alterations. These include the side and fanlit entry and the Tuscan- 
columned porte cochere. 


Blakeslee Barnes, the original builder of the house, was a tinsmith 
on D ed 


1855 Atlas 
North, pp. 111/184-5. 


PHOTOGRAPHER DATE 


HRC 11/84 


Blakeslee Barnes House 


se (continued) : 


designs. The left elevation has a two-story porte cochere on large 
Tuscan columns; its pedimented peak has a semi-circular attic light 
with a keyblock surround. Underneath the porte cochere, a second- 
floor balcony is carried on one set of Tuscan columns. To the rear is 
a lower parallel extension. 


19), (continued) : 


and operated a shop on the premises. In the mid-19th century, it was 
owned by a Captain Peck, who was responsible for the Greek Revival 
alterations. Captain Peck launched a new era in Berlin's cultural 
history by travelling to New York to recruit the town's first Irish 
laborer. 
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